~
156                    Mr. George Grenville.              [A.D. 1771.
George Grenville's character stood thus: ' Let him not, however, be depreciated in his grave. He had powers not universally possessed: could he have enforced payment of the Manilla ransom, he could have counted it V Which, instead of retaining its sly sharp point, was reduced to a mere flat unmeaning expression, or, if I may use the word,—truism: ' He had powers not universally possessed : and if he some-times erred, he was likewise sometimes right.'
'To BENNET LANGTON, ESQ.
' DEAR SIR,
' After much lingering of my own, and much of the ministry, I have at length got out my paper2. But delay is not yet at an end: Not many had been dispersed, before Lord North ordered the sale to stop. His reasons I do not distinctly know. You may try to find them in the perusal3. Before his order, a sufficient number were dispersed to do all the mischief, though, perhaps, not to make all the sport that might be expected from it.
' Soon after your departure, I had the pleasure of finding all the danger past with which your navigation4 was threatened. I hope nothing happens at home to abate your satisfaction; but that Lady Rothes6, and Mrs. Langton, and the young ladies, are all well.
Walpole's Memoirs of the Reign of George III, i. 172, note. He himself said, ' People will point at me, and cry, "there goes the worst Chancellor of the Exchequer that ever appeared." ' Ib. p. 250.
1  Boswell, I suspect, quoted this passage from hearsay, for originally it stood :—'If he could have got the money, he could have counted it' (p. 68).   In the British Museum there are copies of the first edition both softened and -unsoftened.
2  Thoughts on the late Transactions respecting Falkland's Islands, BOSWELL.
3  By comparing the first with the subsequent editions, this curious circumstance of ministerial authorship may be discovered.   BOSWELL.
4  Navigation was the common term for canals, which at that time were getting rapidly made.    A writer in Notes and Queries, 6th S. xi, 64, shows that Langton, as payment of a loan, undertook to pay John-son's servant, Frank, an annuity for life, secured on profits from the navigation of the River Wey in Surrey.
B It was, Mr. Chalmers told me, a saying about that time, ' Married a Countess Dowager of Rothes! Why, everybody marries a Countess Dowager of Rothes !' And there were in fact, about 1772, three ladies
' I was
.   .1.': \\>o was rlrN,-nl«',| a man to whom a sum of five figures was an impenetrable m-nrf Swift this grateful verse engraved, " The rights a Court attacked, a poet saved."'
